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NOTE FROM YOUR CHAIR 
 
The Society has had an excellent start to this season with record numbers attending the 
talks and also the AGM. This is most encouraging. We do have a very interesting 
programme of talks and through bringing a friend to one of these it may be that we will 
gain a new member of the Society.  
 
As Chair I do encourage you to attend the Town Forum and to involve yourselves in 
local consultations eg the junction of Imperial Road / St Leonard’s Road / Clewer Hill 
Road. It is important that members take these opportunities to inform the Borough of 
their views and endeavour to influence local issues of concern. The new website has a 
much more comprehensive calendar and I will try to include Town Forum dates as well 
as those of our Society events.  
 
Before you receive the next Newsletter December and January will have passed. I will 
refrain from wishes that might seem far too early but just say that I hope the winter will 
not be too severe. 
 
 

WEBSITE 
www.wesoc.org.uk 

 
Our new website is now operative. Please do take a look at it. News and upcoming 
events are all clearly detailed and regularly updated, and the Planning Applications 
about which we are concerned can be located on a map. We have been greatly 
assisted with this process by David Eglise who has agreed to be our Website Manager.  
 
 
 

ANNUAL DINNER 2016 
 

THURSDAY 28th APRIL at THE SAVILL COURT HOTEL, ENGLEFIELD GREEN 
 

After the success of last year’s event we are returning to The Savill Court Hotel for our 
2016 Annual Dinner which will celebrate our 70th Anniversary. Further details, together 
with the application form, will accompany the February Newsletter but please reserve 
the date in your diary. 
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HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 

 
We have been busy over the last three months – August to October - and the following 
items have been our main concerns. We have, of course, in the process considered 
many other planning applications about which we had no concerns. 
 
A Planning Applications 
 

1. Alexandra Gardens – erection of an Ice Rink with family attractions for a 
temporary period for use by the public over the Christmas period from 
November until January 2015, 2016 and 2017 (PA 15/01800) – Allowed for 1 
year 

We objected to this because of the associated funfair rides which, as proposed, were 
contrary to the intentions and objectives outlined in the Alexandra Gardens and Goswell 
Management Plan 2010-2018.They were neither of high quality nor visually appealing, 
given their scale and nature. We were also concerned about the resultant damage to 
the area following their dismantlement and that they would physically conflict with the 
new bandstand. The planning application went before the Windsor Urban Development 
Control Panel and was allowed, but only for one year.  
 
 

2. Thames Court, 1&5 Victoria Street (PA 15/02248) – demolition of Regus 
House and replacement with a 5-storey office block, the attached flats 
being retained. Pending 

We pointed out the importance of this site at the junction of Sheet and Victoria Streets 
and a focal point in the Inner Windsor Conservation Area and felt that the scale of the 
proposed building would seriously compromise local views. The current building does 
not have any particular architectural merit and it was a pity that the opportunity had 
been missed to remedy this. We also queried the need for further office space at a time 
when so many offices were being converted to residential use 
 
 

3. Replacement of telegraph pole on King’s Road roundabout (PA 15/02598) - 
Permitted 

Although the increase in height and bulk from 12m to 12.5m may seem insignificant, the 
current mast is designed as a clone telegraph pole, which is far less obtrusive than the 
proposed new mast which is not camouflaged. Any changes should also take into 
account the new statue depicting a pair of Windsor Grey horses which was inaugurated 
by the Queen. Also, these masts may present a health hazard to children and residents 
in the area. This is especially relevant because of the location of the Brigidine School 
nearby. We urged refusal of this planning application and suggested that an alternative 
site be sought. Unfortunately the application was permitted. 
 
 
 



 3 

4. Land adjacent to 43 Hatch Lane (PA 15/02505) – Pending 
This application was for 2 3-bedroomed houses. We were concerned about the poor 
design of these houses and the over-development of the site. No account had been 
taken of the close proximity to the Convent which it would adversely affect. The frontage 
was entirely taken up with car parking with no space allowed for landscaping and the 
general layout detrimental to the street scene. We would prefer to see a single house on 
this site and objected to the planning application.  
 
 
B Planning Application Updates 

The following were mentioned in the August Newsletter: 
 

1. Brookside, Hatch Lane (PA 15/01518) – Permitted 

2. Land at Lord Raglan House (PA 15/01747) – Withdrawn 
 
 

C Other Items of Interest: 
 

1. Resignation of Committee Member 
Sadly, John Bastow has decided to resign. In view of his commitment in co-chairing the 
Windsor Neighbourhood Plan he feels that he is unable to give the time he would like to 
our committee. We entirely understand his predicament and will miss him greatly; he 
has always made a valuable contribution to our deliberations for which we would like to 
record our sincere thanks. We hope that when he emerges from the WNP he will re-join 
us. 
 

2. Neighbourhood Plans 
The two designated Windsor Neighbourhood Plans are making progress, although both 
have found that pressures on the Forums and consultants have meant that both 
programmes have slipped. 

• The Windsor Neighbourhood Plan (WNP) Forum has drafted a full set of policies 
and the Plan and is going through the process of checking and review. They 
hope to go for pre-submission consultation in November. 

• The Central Windsor Business Neighbourhood Plan Forum (known as “Windsor 
2030”) has experienced a similar slippage and is talking in terms of January for 
their pre-submission document. 

Discussions between the NPs are planned (a) to talk about how they stick to the original 
intention to submit the two Plans for examination at the same time and (b) to discuss 
those policies which may be common to both Plans.  
 

3. Our Society’s New Website – Heritage and Environment Section 
We are delighted with this upgrade. It is a wonderful improvement. Members can now 
see, on a map, the planning applications with which we are concerned. A further link 
enables them to see full details of the proposals on the RBWM website. 
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4. Listing of non-listed heritage assets ( Local Lists)  
There was a follow-up meeting in Windsor Library on October 7th when members 
explained the progress they have made with finding additional candidate buildings. Gill 
Butter, RBWM Senior Conservation Officer, promised to investigate the official process 
whereby this list would be approved and finally adopted by RBWM. The meeting was 
attended by two members of the Windsor Local History Society who kindly offered to 
help with research the historical background of the buildings selected. A research teach-
in was later held in the Library on October 12th and a second session is being held 
there on November 23rd. Those interested should contact Andrew Melville. The 
following link will show the current progress of the project: 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/clouddrive/share/sQEpcMWuirVDhl5nHgVME4aXelgqNDx7g
xgd4WAm0qJ?ref_=cd_share_link_email  
 

5. Hatch Lane – Bricklayers Arms – PA (15/01832) 
Retrospective planning permission was granted by the Windsor Urban Development 
Control (Planning) Panel on 16th September 2015 for controversial variances to the 
previously approved scheme (PA 13/01542). The Society had written to the Council 
voicing strong objection to a list of significant contraventions of the existing permission.  
These included the new building’s additional width, depth and height; non-permitted 
window and door treatments; roof configuration; and minimal landscaping at the front of 
the new building. The Society expressed deep concern over the possibility that the 
principle of permitting such discrepancies would give the “green light” for other similar 
developments to take place locally. The application was passed by five votes to two 
(one objection, one abstention). 

 
6. Gardner Cottages 

This unusual square of workers cottages fronting Albert Road, Vansittart Road and the 
L-shaped Duke Street, and with a large central green, was built in 1870 for Robert 
Richardson Gardner who owned a large number of cottages in the area and was the 
town’s MP from 1874 – 1890. We are concerned that a large dormer window is being 
built for one of these cottages. This is destroying the symmetry of the roofs and is, no 
doubt, destined to set a precedent for further unwelcome extensions. We are advised by 
the Planning Department that this is Permitted Development which does not need 
permission. We are considering asking for an Article 4 Direction which will mean that in 
future planning permission will be required. The buildings are on our list of Non-
Designated Heritage Assets. 

 
7. New Bandstand in Alexandra Gardens 

The bandstand was opened on 20th September with a concert given by, among many 
others, the Band of the Household Cavalry, the Windsor Boys’ School Swing Band and 
the Windsor Military Wives Choir. It was erected on the site of the old, now demolished, 
Edwardian structure and commemorates the Queen as the longest reigning monarch in 
Britain’s history. We wrote to the Mayor to commend this significant addition to the 
town’s heritage. 
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8. Windsor Link Railway 
We wrote in response to the current Borough Local Plan Consultation 2015 which 
includes the question, ‘What do you think about the proposal to link the two railway lines 
in Windsor?’ and raised the following points: 

a) We were not convinced that this extra service, which involves changing at 
Staines, provides an improved journey time. In any case, the new line would 
benefit Slough rather than Windsor residents with direct access to Waterloo from 
Slough. 

b) It was stated that the project ‘must do no substantial harm to heritage’, the 
implication being that some assets might be harmed. We needed more details of 
this. 

c) The proposed car park, providing 3,000 spaces under Alexandra Gardens, 
sounded attractive but there were further implications for trees, flooding, 
additional traffic along the existing streets, and the future of the coach park 
among other items. 

d) We needed more evidence for the business advantages of the scheme. 
The Society has not expressed any view either in favour or against this project but is 
following its progress and trying to ensure that every aspect of it is fully and fairly 
considered. 
 
The Windsor Link Railway was considered at a meeting of the Windsor Town Forum on 
October 8th. Chris Hilton, Director of Development and Regeneration, suggested that 
RBWM should commission an independent Feasibility Study to decide whether support 
should be given to the scheme. We wait, with interest, to see whether this idea is 
accepted or not. 
 

9. Asset of Community Value - The Goswells  
The Society has now submitted its third ACV proposal following the successful 
nominations earlier this year for the Theatre Royal and Alexandra Gardens. Heritage, 
public open space and community facility roles played by The Goswells, which 
seamlessly complement those of Alexandra Gardens, will benefit greatly from this 
additional coverage.  Assets of Community Value are those facilities, services and 
public spaces such as halls, theatres, places of worship, recreation grounds and parks 
which are subject to protection from development by virtue of their fundamental 
importance to the local community. Are there other ACVs in Windsor and Eton which we 
should be attempting to protect? These need to be listed formally by the Council. Once 
registration is complete, if the asset were to come up for sale, it must be offered to the 
community who then have six months to put together a bid to purchase the asset. This 
offers much loved and valued local facilities a vital chance of being saved. Links below 
provide answers to FAQs as well as the RBWM nomination pro-forma. The more sites 
which are nominated, the more robust will be potential protection for the distinctive 
character and vitality of the area in which we live. We encourage you to contact the 
Society with any queries about the nomination process. 

http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/campaigns/acv-abc/ 
http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/uploads/files/A_to_Z_v2_2_1.pdf 
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AGM 
 

The 69th AGM of the Society was held in Upper School, Eton College, on 26th October 
2015. There was a very good attendance of about 70 members. Our President, Sir 
James Perowne, conducted the evening. Anne Taylor, Chair, reviewed the year’s 
events and said that although we were regularly gaining a few new members we were 
also losing members because of our aged membership. However, it is the active 
membership which is important and we have a good attendance at talks, and our 
outings are oversubscribed. She also mentioned the successful launch of the Local 
Listing Project. Treasurer, Chris Simon, reported that the Society is in good financial 
health. The present committee was unanimously re-elected to continue for another year 
and David Eglise, our new Website Manager, was also elected to the Executive 
Committee. 
 
The meeting then welcomed Ms Gill Butter, RBWM Senior Conservation Officer, who 
gave a most interesting, illustrated talk which outlined the range of her work both in area 
and content. This was very well received. The evening concluded with light 
refreshments. 
 

MEET YOUR COMMITTEE 
 

Following the AGM in October details of the President, Trustees and Councillor 
Representatives of the Windsor and Eton Society for 2015-2016 are as follows: 
 
PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIETY 

Admiral Sir James Perowne KBE 
 
TRUSTEES OF THE SOCIETY  
Chair  Mrs Anne Taylor 
Vice Chair Mr Chris Aitken  
Secretary Mrs Elizabeth Bye-Jorgensen 
Treasurer Mr Chris Simon FCA 

 
Mrs Joan Biggs 
Mr James Clark 
Mrs Janet Dawson 
Mr David Eglise 
Mr John Handcock CVO DL 
Mrs Philippa Johnson 
Mr Andrew Melville  
Miss Sue Wells 
Miss Rosemarie Wood 

 
COUNCILLORS  

Councillor Hashim Bhatti 
Councillor Colin Rayner 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 

The Society’s has 383 members and the committee would like to welcome the following 
new members who have joined the Society since the last newsletter. 

Mr & Mrs J Barrett Mrs P Egan  
Mr & Mrs O Fahri Mrs R O’Hare 
Mr S Ozefe  Mr & Mrs M Thompson 
 

Subscriptions were due on the 1st October and if you have not yet paid you will find a 
reminder enclosed with your newsletter 

 
TALKS 

 
Wednesday 9th September was a day to remember and celebrate as Her Majesty the 
Queen became the longest reigning monarch in our history. Colin Parrish’s talk on that 
evening “Elizabeth & Victoria: two very different monarchs.... Or are they?” reflected this 
theme. The meeting was very well attended and after the excellent talk our President, 
Admiral Sir James Perowne KBE, proposed the Loyal Toast and members sang the 
National Anthem and enjoyed champagne. 
 
In October we heard from Col. David Axson, a Military Knight of Windsor, about the 
Garter Stall Plates in St George's Chapel. David showed excellent slides of some of the 
more recent Garter Knights as he explained the symbolism used to depict their coats of 
arms. It was most interesting to be able to study these close up as I'm sure many of us 
have only seen them while passing through the quire of the Chapel.  David has done an 
enormous amount of work in digitalising, checking & producing a colour book and a CD. 
 
Our November talk, Under Ward Royal: Oxford Road shops and Victorian cottages, was 
given by Susan Ashley and provided an insight into our local history. The many 
illustrations evoked childhood memories for several lifetime Windsorians, and for those 
members who have come to Windsor more recently they presented an interesting 
challenge to mentally link up the current street-scene with how it used to be.  
 
Future Meetings 

• Thursday 10th December – 3.00pm – Gardeners Hall 
Chris Simon, our Treasurer, will talk on The Paralympics 
• Thursday 7th  January –  3.00pm –  Gardeners Hall 
Lisa White a distinguished art historian, will tell us about The Power of Darkness: 
Domestic lighting before Electricity, which should enlighten us all. 
• Thursday 11th February –  3.00pm –  Gardeners Hall 
George Fussey, from Eton College, will speak on Botanising at Eton and Beyond: 
The Life of Sir Joseph Banks  

 
We hope to see many of you at these events. 
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OUTINGS 
 
15th October 2015 – London - Apsley House and the Foundling Museum 
We arrived in good time for our tours of Apsley House, which has had a considerable 
amount of work done over last winter to coincide with the celebrations for the bi-
centenary of the Battle of Waterloo. The original house was designed and furnished in 
the neoclassical style by Robert Adam between 1771 and 1778. It later became the 
London home of the first Duke of Wellington and with its glittering interiors it became 
one of the grandest addresses in London, being known as “Number 1, London”. It is 
both a museum and an art gallery and has one of the finest art collections in London, 
with paintings by Velazquez and Rubens among the 83 paintings from the Spanish royal 
collection, as well as a wonderful collection of silver and porcelain. Wellington employed 
the architect Benjamin Wyatt to carry out renovations in two phases. In the first, begun 
in 1819, a three-storey extension to the north-east was added, consisting of a State 
Dining Room, bedrooms and dressing rooms. The second phase started after 
Wellington had become Prime Minister in 1828, and Wyatt introduced his own version of 
French style to the interior, including a new staircase and the Waterloo Gallery on the 
west side of the house. From Apsley House we went straight to Brunswick Square and 
after lunch we started our visit to The Foundling Museum with house tours. The 
building at 40 Brunswick Square was constructed in the 1930s on the site of the 
Foundling Hospital and incorporates many architectural features from the original 
eighteenth-century hospital building. The Foundling Museum opened there in 2004. The 
Coram Foundation was established in 1739 by the philanthropist Thomas Coram to care 
for babies at risk of being abandoned. Instrumental in helping Coram realise his vision 
were the artist William Hogarth and the composer George Frederic Handel and their 
creative generosity set the ways in which the arts can support philanthropy. The 
Museum also holds the Gerald Coke Handel Collection, an internationally-important 
collection of material relating to Handel and his contemporaries. Key items on display 
include Handel’s Will and the manuscript score of Messiah bequeathed to the Hospital. 
We were also able to see the current major exhibition on the myth and reality of “The 
Fallen Woman” in Victorian Britain, which features the work of artists including Dante 
Gabriel Rossetti, Richard Redgrave and George Frederic Watts. Thirty-eight members 
took part in this visit and everyone agreed that we had had a very enjoyable day 
regardless of all the traffic jams encountered. 
 
Future Outings 
Tuesday 19th April 2016 – Corsham Court, Wiltshire 
We will start our visit with house tours of Corsham Court, which for 8 generations has 
belonged to the Methuen family, who can be traced back to the mid-16th century. The 
house, dating from 1582, contains a famous collection of paintings and 18th century 
furniture. After lunch in Corsham we will visit The Almshouse and Schoolroom, a 
unique site comprised of several buildings built in 1668. The Schoolroom contains many 
original features and furnishings. The Almshouse was founded by Lady Margaret 
Hungerford, wife of Sir Edward, who commanded Cromwell's Wiltshire forces during the 
English Civil War The Hungerford Arms hanging above the main entrance are 
somewhat dwarfed by the Halliday  Arms belonging to Lady Margaret’s family.  
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Wednesday 8th June 2016 – Moreton in Marsh & Sezincote House, 
Gloucestershire 
We will spend the morning in Moreton in Marsh with time included for an early lunch. 
Sezincote House, set in a family-run estate covering 4,500 acres of rolling Cotswold 
countryside, is a 200-year-old Mogul Indian Palace set in a romantic landscape of 
temples, grottoes, waterfalls and canals reminiscent of the Taj Mahal. The House, still 
privately owned, is far from traditional, having been built in the “Indian Style”, a unique 
combination of Hindu and Muslim architecture. It remains the centre of a thriving 
agricultural estate whose gardens were designed with the help of Humphrey Repton. 
Sezincote is credited with influencing the design of the Brighton Pavilion after a visit by 
The Prince Regent in 1807. 
 
New entry 
 
Monday 17th October 2016 – Spencer House, London 
Spencer House is recognised as one of the most sumptuous private residences ever 
built in London and a building of unique importance in the history of English 
architecture.  Designed by John Vardy and James ‘Athenian’ Stuart, the State Rooms 
are amongst the first neo-classical interiors in Europe. Our visit will commence at 10.30 
with house tours.  The Society last went on a visit there in 2005.  A suitable venue will 
be sought for the afternoon.  

 
 

 
LOCAL NEWS 

 
 
Windsor Town Forum 
Next meeting - Monday 15th February 2016 at 6.30pm in the Council Chamber, 
Guildhall, Windsor. Minutes of previous meetings and the agenda for this meeting 
(available from 8th February 2016) can be accessed through the RBWM website 
http://www.rbwm.gov.uk 
 
 
 
Town Centre Carol Service 
The Town Centre Carol Service will take place at 6.30pm on Tuesday 8th December in 
Windsor Parish Church. The service will be led by the Rector, the Rev’d Ainsley Swift, 
with singing led by the Parish Choir and readings by representatives of local community 
organisations including the Chair of our Society. After the service there will be seasonal 
refreshments very kindly provided by the Macdonald Windsor Hotel. 
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WEA 
WEA Windsor Special Event - Study Day  
Leonardo da Vinci The Renaissance Man ?  
Speaker - Paul Ranford . 
Saturday 20th February 2016 - 9.45am-3.45 pm 
Upton House School, 115 St Leonards Road, Windsor SL4 3DF 
Leonardo da Vinci was a Designer of war machines, an architect, engineer, sculptor and 
painter. This Study Day based mainly on Leonardo’s own notebooks will consider the 
influences of the science, religion and politics of Renaissance Italy on Leonardo’s life 
and works 
Tickets £40 include coffee and lunch (request special dietary requirements on booking. 
Enrolment - Malcolm Lock, tel 01753 863753 e-mail mlweawindsor@gmail.com 
 
Spring Term 2016 

• Literature -The Search for Dignity - John Stills, 10 weeks from 7th January 
• Decline and Fall, then Brave New World? British Economic Policy 1945-2015 

Dick Smethurst, 10 weeks from 11th January 
• Looking at Sculpture - Sandra Smith, 10 weeks from 13th January  
• New Testament Studies - St Paul’s Letters to the Corinthians - Jeremy Hurst       

5 weeks from 2nd February  
• Practical Painting Class - How do you paint an elephant? Animals in Watercolour 

with Mandy McAllen - 7 week course starting 13th January  at Braywick Centre 
Hibbert Road Maidenhead SL6 1UU (provisional information) 

 
Summer Term 2016 

• Plant Heritage - Berkshire’s National Collections - Harvey Stephens, 7 weeks 
evening course from 25th April. Starts at St Stephens School Rooms Hall 
Vansittart Road Windsor SL4 5EA  and includes visits to Savill Gardens 

• London’s Smaller Galleries and their Art Collections - Davila Castelijin, 7 weeks 
from 26th April  

• Award Winning Architecture, The Stirling Prize Buildings - Keith Hasted, 7 weeks 
from 13th April  

• Literature Studies - Nature, Imagination and the Soul - John Still, 7 weeks from 
5th May  

 
All courses will be held at Windsor Youth and Community Centre, Alma Road, SL4 3HD 
except where otherwise stated. Full Details can be found in the WEA Brochure and also 
on the website southern@wea.org.uk 
 
To enrol contact - Malcolm Lock, tel 01753 863753 e-mail mlweawindsor@gmail.com 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 
 

Reflections on Past and Present. 
 
I imagine that many people who moved to Windsor after Ward Royal was in existence 
may, like me, have assumed it was built on land that became available from a 
programme of slum clearance. It was therefore quite a surprise to hear at the November 
talk that the houses and shops that had been demolished were largely ones that could 
have been upgraded and modernised and, if the remaining streets around that area are 
anything to go by, might now have been worth a considerable amount on the property 
market.  We can speculate on which of these outcomes would have been the better, but 
there is no denying that once change of this magnitude has taken place there is no 
going back, and sometimes changes are agreed without their being sufficient time for 
due consideration of all aspects. 
 
On page 4 of this newsletter is an item about a group of our Society’s members who are 
working to achieve a Local List of “non-listed heritage assets”. Any asset included on 
this list will then have a degree of protection, since due consideration must then be 
given to the specific reasons for which it was “listed” before agreement can be given for 
it to be developed or changed. On page 5 is another item about our Society submitting a 
proposal to have The Goswells listed as an Asset of Community Value so that we can 
increase the chance of protecting it as a local facility. Alongside this is a report on the 
“watching brief” that our Society is maintaining on the proposed Windsor Link Railway to 
ensure that all aspects of the proposals are fully and fairly considered before any 
decisions are made.   
 
In the past our Society, together with other organisations, groups and individuals, has 
sometimes been successful firstly in protecting aspects of our area that are valued by 
the community, and secondly in getting modifications to plans that would have resulted 
in changes that members of the community considered to be unacceptable. Doris 
Mellor’s campaign in the 1970s to return Bachelors’ Acre to the community and 
preserve it as open space; the campaign in the 1980s to preserve the Vansittart Road 
Recreation Ground as public open space; and limiting the development of the area of 
Windsor riverside where the Leisure Centre is located are three significant ones that 
spring to mind. We are not always so successful, but the work of the Heritage and 
Environment Committee ensures that significant planning applications are considered 
and, through this work, that our Society attempts to positively influence decisions that 
impact on our local environment.    
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