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NOTE FROM YOUR CHAIR 

 
The Society has had a very successful few months with an excellent outing, enjoyable 
music event, three most interesting afternoon visits and an Introductory Workshop about 
Local Listing. Several people have made suggestions to me about buildings they would 
like on the local list. This is helpful but we really want members to work with us and do 
this listing themselves. The more people who are directly involved the more buildings, 
open spaces and areas we can consider. There will be another workshop in October. 
 
Please note that our September talk will be a special celebration of Her Majesty 
becoming the longest reigning monarch on that day so there will a celebratory drink and 
a toast given by our President. I look forward to seeing many of you there. 
 
 

AGM 
 

The AGM will be held in the historic Upper School, Eton College at 8.00pm on Monday 
26th October 2015. Once again we are very grateful to the college for allowing us to 
meet in such prestigious surroundings. After the formal proceedings Gill Butter, RBWM 
Senior Conservation Officer, will give a short talk which will be followed by the usual 
refreshments 

 

TALKS 
 
Our next series of talks commences on Wednesday 9th September at 8pm in Upton 
House School. Colin Parrish will speak on  

Elizabeth and Victoria: Two very different Monarchs (or are they?)  
and there will be a special celebration of Her Majesty becoming the longest reigning 
monarch on that day. The full programme of talks for 2015-16 is included with the 
Annual Report. 

 
 

WEBSITE 
 

Our website is currently being redesigned and we hope we will soon have this important 
information point about our Society available in its new, user-friendly format. 
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MUSIC EVENT 
 

Our very popular Annual Music Event, which featured The Phantasy Trio, was held on 
Wednesday 10th June in the Drawing Room at Cumberland Lodge, Windsor Great 
Park. Before the concert a ‘sell out’ audience of 65 members and friends enjoyed a 
glass of wine in the Cumberland Lodge grounds, which were bathed in evening 
sunshine 
 
The Phantasy Trio have enjoyed performing in concerts and competitions to critical 
acclaim, and as individuals Rosemary Taylor (clarinet), Peter Mallinson (viola) and 
Libby Burgess (piano), enjoy busy performing careers as soloists, recitalists and 
orchestral principals. The concert, which included works by Beethoven, Brahms, Bruck, 
Gordon Jacob and Mozart was performed as a Salon Gathering, a style which 
originated in Italy in the 16th century and flourished in 17th and 18th century France. 
This style of performance is designed to “please and educate” and the Trio members’ 
introduction to each piece they performed was greatly appreciated by the audience. 
 
Next year’s event is planned for June 2016, please keep your diaries flexible for another 
lovely evening. 

 
 
 

HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
 
 

This report covers only the months of June and July, as this report had to be submitted 
before the date of our August meeting. We still seem to have been fairly busy. 

 
A Planning Applications 
 

1. Alexandra Court, St Leonard’s Road (PA 15/01873) – Pending 
This is the latest in a series of planning applications for this very basic brick block which 
dominates its surroundings at the beginning of St Leonard’s Road. The May newsletter 
gave details of an earlier application which has now been withdrawn. This is for a new 
third floor with Juliet balconies and a roof terrace which will invade the privacy of its 
neighbours. We also considered that the parking provided was inadequate. 
 

2. McDonalds, 14 Thames St (15/01241 & others) – Pending 
This is McDonalds’ latest proposal for its frontage. We still believe that it is incompatible 
with its sensitive position on Thames Street opposite the Castle. 
  

3. 8 Clarence Road (PA 15/01117) – Withdrawn 
We considered this application and felt that the external changes proposed were in 
keeping with a listed building in the conservation area. We noted that the Chief 
Conservation Officer was concerned about the internal changes. 
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4. 34 Alma Road (PA 15/01330) – Withdrawn 
This building enjoys a prominent position at the junction of Alma and Clarence Roads, 
opposite the listed Methodist Church. We felt that the proposal to add a storey to the 
central porch and first floor projection and then to enlarge it to 3 times the width created 
a heavy and clumsy addition to the side of the building. 
 

5. Brookside, Hatch Lane (PA 15/01518) – Pending 
This application superseded a previous one (15/00011) which was withdrawn. It is for 
the construction of one 4-bedroom detached house and two 3-bedroom detached 
houses. We complained to the planners about the lack of supporting documentation. 
The off-street spaces in front of the properties seemed very small and the landscaping 
to offset the hard standing had disappeared. Access to the rear of the properties also 
appeared to be very restricted. 
 

6. Land at Lord Raglan House (PA 15/01747) - Pending 

This was the fourth application for a development of this site, which lies on the corner of 
Alma and St Leonard’s Roads, opposite the King Edward VII Hospital. The only 
significant change was the mansarded roof. We felt that the completed development 
would be cramped, inevitably restrict access to the Lord Raglan car park and be 
generally out of context with the character and appearance of the area. 
 

B Planning Application Updates 

The following were mentioned in the May Newsletter: 
 

1. Mercer House, Riverside, Windsor ( PA 15/00355) – permitted 
We objected to this application as the height of the building seriously compromised the 
view of the Castle from Eton. Although we spoke at a meeting of the Panel on July 22nd 
councillors were not persuaded by us, and the application was permitted. We feel that, 
like the ‘Turquoise Building’ next door, they will live to regret their decision. 
 

2. Kings Church International, 77/77a Frances Road (PA 15/00930) – permitted 
Our objections re the additional traffic and consequent parking problems for local people 
were over-ruled. 
 

3. The Mill House, Barry Avenue (PA 15/00307) - refused 
Pressure on street parking and the conflict with the existing trees on the site were given 
as the main reasons for refusal. 
 

4. Alexandra Court, St Leonard’s Road (PA 15/00876) – Withdrawn 
See section A regarding a new application (PA 15/01873) 
 

5. Replacement telecom mast at east of Park Corner Junction with Clewer Hill 
Road (PA 15/00845) - permitted 
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C Other Items of Interest: 

Windsor Neighbourhood Plan (‘WNP’) 
News of this can be found in the Annual Report and Accounts. 

          
Listing of non-listed heritage assets (Local Lists) 
After some delay this project seems finally to have got off the ground. The workshop, 
announced in the last newsletter, was held on 15th July and attended by 15 members.  
 
We have now posted some details on the Cloud; the link is 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/clouddrive/share/2wRSz03TUqRyuea4a42BfZWpsqWGGM8
5vCLs2uUDBB1?ref_=cd_share_link_copy 
If you paste the above into your browser, highlight the pdf file and click on “download”, 
you will be able to see the progress made so far. We hope more members will become 
involved and those interested should contact Andrew Melville. 
  
Hatch Lane 

Over recent months, concern has arisen in relation to three new developments in Hatch 
Lane, a road whose leafy suburban character is largely characterised by early to mid-
20th century semi-detached houses, terraces, a number of detached buildings in ample 
plots, and also by modest 17th-19th century Georgian cottages and mid-Victorian 
buildings including those of the former Convent of St John the Baptist. Hatch Lane is 
part of the continuous route linking St. Leonard’s Hill and Clewer Green with the Old Mill 
and the river landing point in Clewer Village. Located within the Ancient Manor of 
Clewer, and in use for over a thousand years, the “Clewer Corridor” is one of the oldest 
historic routes within the wider area which can, along with a number of significant 
designated and non-designated heritage assets, still be clearly identified today.  
 
While planning permission has been sought and granted for each property in question, it 
has been during the implementation of these permissions that “over-development” 
appears to have taken place, resulting in harm to the character of the local environment.  
Enforcement Enquiries with the Council have been lodged by local residents in an 
attempt to address such concerns. To date, however, these have resulted in “Non-
Enforcement” decisions, as Officers have thus far deemed any infringements to be of a 
“minor” nature within “acceptable tolerances” covered by current planning guidance.   
 
One developer has now applied for Retrospective Planning Permission for a 
discrepancy in the height of the new buildings. Work continues apace at another site 
where the situation is being monitored closely by residents, Councillors and Officers.  
Both the Society and the Windsor Neighbourhood Plan have registered their concerns 
regarding the importance of Enforcement in ensuring that development in the town is 
both appropriate and legal, and the Society is continuing to explore this issue with 
Council Officers. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/clouddrive/share/2wRSz03TUqRyuea4a42BfZWpsqWGGM85vCLs2uUDBB1?ref_=cd_share_link_copy
https://www.amazon.co.uk/clouddrive/share/2wRSz03TUqRyuea4a42BfZWpsqWGGM85vCLs2uUDBB1?ref_=cd_share_link_copy
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OUTINGS 
 
Thursday 11th June 2015 – Firle Place and Lewes, Sussex 
We left Windsor on a sunny morning and arrived at Firle Place where we were greeted 
by our two guides, then entered the House through a courtyard into the Great Hall, 
where we had our morning coffee. We split into two groups and our guides gave us an 
overview of the history of the house and the Gage family who have lived there for over 
500 years. The house and contents are a treasure trove of beautiful furniture, including 
Chippendale cabinets and priceless works of art. The Drawing Room is said to be the 
most beautiful room in the house with Chinese Chippendale furniture as well as 
paintings by Reynolds and Gainsborough. On the Little Hall staircase there is a portrait 
of Sir John Gage, who Henry VIII created a Knight of the Garter in 1541. The Upstairs 
Drawing Room was spectacular with Chippendale furniture and paintings including 
works by Guardi, Moroni and Rubens. It is said that the 1st Viscount Gage built the 
Long Gallery to house his collection of paintings, which included works by Ramsay, 
Reynolds, Zoffany and David Teniers the younger. There are also considerable 
collections of Sevres and Minton china. After our tours we visited Lewes where 
members had lunch and enough time to explore this interesting town. We left Lewes just 
after 4.15 and arrived back in Windsor around 6pm. 44 Members took part in the visit 
and everyone agreed that we had had a wonderful day with perfect weather. 
 
Thursday 15th October 2015 – London - Apsley House & the Foundling Museum 
We will start our day in London with house tours at Apsley House, which had a 
considerable amount of work done over the winter and opened for the celebrations for 
the bicentenary of the Battle of Waterloo. We will then go on to Brunswick Square in 
time for lunch and our afternoon visit to the Foundling Museum.   
A booking form accompanies this Newsletter. 
 
New Entries – Dates for your Diary 
 
Tuesday 19th April 2016 – Corsham Court, Wiltshire 
Wednesday 8th June 2016 – Morton in Marsh & Sezincote House, Gloucestershire 
As there is reduced space in the August Newsletter more details of these visits will be 
given in the November edition  

 
Local Afternoon Outings 

 
We have now had three years of afternoon outings and every year they seem to be 
more and more popular and successful. Our two visits to Eton College were as 
informative and enjoyable as ever. We were all impressed by the newly created 
Museum of Antiquities and equally by the quality of workmanship of the new Bekynton 
Field Development of which this museum is part. Our second visit was to the Verey 
Gallery ‘Waterloo Exhibition’ which displayed many fascinating objects. Our talk about 
the Taplow Burial in January inspired our visit to Taplow Court. As with the Eton outings 
the staff hosting the visit were extremely helpful and knowledgeable and many 
members were amazed that they had not thought to visit this lovely house before. 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 

The Society now has 379 members a small increase of 2 members. The committee 
would like to welcome the following new members who have joined the Society since 
the last newsletter.  

Mrs S Garnier  
Miss P Robinson  

 
Members are reminded that their annual subscriptions are due on 1st October 
2015. Would those who do not pay by standing order please ensure that they send their 
cheques to the Membership Secretary by the due date. 

 
 

LOCAL NEWS 
 
Windsor Town Forum 
Next meeting - Thursday 8th October 2015 at 6.30pm in the Council Chamber, 
Guildhall, Windsor. Minutes of previous meetings and the agenda for this meeting 
(available from 1st October 2015) can be accessed through the RBWM website 
http://www.rbwm.gov.uk 
 
WEA 
WEA Windsor Special Event - Study Day  
Beside the Seaside: History & Architecture of the English Seaside Resort          
Speaker - Richard Wilson 
Saturday 31st October 2015 - 9.45am–3.45pm  
Upton House School, 115 St Leonards Road, Windsor SL4 3DF 
Tickets £40 include coffee and lunch (request special dietary requirements on booking. 
 
Autumn Term 

 Georgian London ‘A Great and Monstrous Thing’  

 The Early Tudors  

 Venice from Myth to Modernism  

 Practical Painting Workshops  

 Literature Studies  
Enrolment - Malcolm Lock, tel 01753 863753 e-mail mlweawindsor@gmail.com 
Full Details can be found in the new WEA Brochure and also on the website 
southern@wea.org.uk 
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